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THE PAKISTAN TIMES

Lahore, August 15, 1981.

==

Awards for
intellectuals

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Mr. Justice Shamim Hussain
Kadri, Chief Justice Lahore High
Court, gave Independence Awards
on Friday to four intellectuals
and writers, Abul Asar Hafee:
Jullunderi, Dr. Burhan Ahmad
Farcogi, Khawaja Iftikhar and
Mrs. Shamim Jullunderi for thewr
literary contributions.

The awards were given at a
function hcld at the Pakistan Na-
uonal Centre-under the auspices
of Public Relations Sogicty of
Fakistan and National Centre ’

Three artistes Shaukar Al
Rujob Ali and Akhlag Alinad
were also given shields for sing-
ing national songs.
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Lahore, November 13, 1981

While Amritsar burned....

In one vear Khawaja Ifti-
khar's account of the commu-
nal massacres *of Amritsar
from March 3 to August 14,
1947, has gone into second edi-
tion. Since’ the author was
himself involved in the distur-
bances, most of the story is an
cye-wilness document; bt to
guard against an excessively
emotive retelling he has gone
10 the survivors of those terri-
ble days and confirmed the
various versions. What is more,
he has gone back to Amritsar
and taken photographs of
places which were the scenes
of communal massacre.

No formal historical docu-
meni can recapture the days
the Muslims of Amritsar went
through. Incidents of extreme
cruelty and great al
valour can be narrated only in
an eve-wilness account of the
sort atitempted by Khawaja
Itikhar. From the first day
ol the riots to the day of the
Muslim exodus from the city,
the drama and tragedy of a
people's  deprivation comes
alive. The story of the first
man who fell to the blow of

a dagger -is carefully investi-
sated and recorded; the ' hor-
rendous massacre and rape of
the Muslim train near Kapwu-
thala is described in detail
with as many names as possi-
ble of the participants and
victims from both sides.

Communal battles take the
pride of place in the book but
not without the necessary
backdrop of politics and execu-
tive and judicial activity. The
party action from both sides,
police action with personal
negative and positive contribu-
tions and court decisions are
all faithfully described. The
book is profusely illustrated
and is a keepsake for those
who wish 1o know the drama
tis personae of the Amritsa:
tragedy. It is the story of &
brave community who have
not allowed their spirit to be
defealed even after 1947, By
putting his impressions in a
book, Khawaja Iftikhar has
put 1o shame another son of
Amritsar, A. Hameed, who has
writtén memorable articles on
the same subject.—K.A.
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